Sons of AMVETS

Department of Massachusetts

Standing Rules of Operation

(As amended at the 21st Annual State Convention, June 10th, 2017)

ARTICLE I: FINANCES

Section 1

The annual dues of this Department will be $14.00.  The raising of dues can only be done at the Annual State Convention.

Section 2

If funds are available the department shall budget a minimum of $300.00 for the Department Commander’s Miscellaneous Expenses.  Funds from this line may be used at the Commander’s discretion to attend Squadron, State and National functions that he should be at or wish to attend.  These funds shall NOT be used for mileage reimbursements.  Hotel stays may be reimbursed at cost up to $100.00 per stay provided the Commander is further than 50 miles from home, has attended a function scheduled to go later than 9:00pm AND is needed in the same area or farther from home before noon the next day.  Lodging may not be reimbursed for any event the Commander is already budgeted for.  He may choose to purchase up to 2 shirts per year (polo or button down shirt with the Sons logo) to be used at events where the standard uniform is not appropriate. He shall inform the Department Executive Committee at their next meeting of any expenditure made from this line.  The choice to expend monies from this line is at the SOLE discretion of the State Commander.

Section 3

The Department will pay the next year’s annual dues for the oldest member of the Sons of AMVETS Department of Massachusetts as of September 1st.  The person must be a current member in good standing as of that date.  If this person’s dues are paid by National as the oldest member nationally, or if he is a Lifetime member, then the next oldest member’s dues will be paid this way instead.

Section 4

The Department of Massachusetts shall budget for an annual carryover of $3,000.00.  This shall be established in the annual budget presented to the State Convention and shall be reflected in income and expenditures.

Section 5

The Department of Massachusetts shall have a line item called Previous Years’ Revenue.  This shall consist of all funds not spent in previous years’ budget cycle that are not part of any other carryover line item (i.e. the Carryover or escrow accounts).  The Department shall cap the Previous Years’ Revenue line item at $4,500.00.  Any funds in excess of $4,500.00 shall be carried over into the next year’s budget and divided as follows:

1) 25% will be allocated to the development of new and existing Squadrons in Massachusetts, with a cap of $600.00.

2) 25% will be allocated towards programs to be run at the State and Local levels for VA Hospitals, with a cap of $1,000.00.

3) The remaining funds shall be used for charitable donations, which may or may not also be used for VA Programs.

The Executive Committee shall establish a plan to disburse these funds during the year, and shall actually disburse funds no later than the following State Convention.

Section 6

The State Department of the Sons of AMVETS shall have a line item called Anniversary Savings.  At the beginning of each fiscal year, from any funds which remain in the General Fund and not part of any other fund, $200.00 shall be placed in this account.  Funds in this line may only be expended in anniversary years ending in 5 and 0 (20th Anniversary, 25th Anniversary, etc.) Funds in this line shall carry over to the next year if not expended by the end of the fiscal year.  The Convention body may by majority vote redistribute funds in this account if the fund gets too high or add more funds to it than this section calls for.
ARTICLE II: MEETINGS

Section 1
At no time shall a member under the influence of intoxicants be permitted to attend any Department and/or Committee meetings.

Section 2
All Squadron Commanders and/or their representative are required to attend all Department Executive Committee meetings.

Section 3

The minutes of each State Executive Committee Meeting and/or State Convention will be emailed to the elected State Officers, Immediate Past Commander, National Executive Committeeman and any other member upon request within 30 days of said meeting.  Hard Copies will be available at the next SEC/State Convention.  The minutes of each State Executive Board shall be emailed to the elected State Officers within 30 days of said meeting and other members upon request.
ARTICLE III: EXPENSES AND TRAVEL

Section 1

Providing the funds are available, and with the approval of the Executive Committee, expenses for the Department of Massachusetts Convention shall be as follows;

a) Up to three (3) nights lodging (including any nights paid for by the AMVETS Convention Corporation) will be supplied and paid for by the Department, for the outgoing Department Commander.  The Department will also furnish a tuxedo for the Department Commander to attend any function where one is needed.  The Commander shall be required to attend the following events in order to be reimbursed: Sad Sack Fun Night, any conference/joint meeting held on Friday morning; Friday Night Party; Joint Opening Ceremony and Memorial Services; Commander’s Banquet; and all Sons Convention Sessions and Committee Meetings.  The Outgoing Commander should also make every effort to bring the Commander-Elect onto the AMVET Floor for a Formal Introduction following the Election of Officers.

b) The Elected State Officers (The Vice Commanders, Adjutant, Finance Officer, Judge Advocate, Provost Marshal and Immediate Past Commander) shall be reimbursed for one nights lodging at the State Convention provided they stay over on Saturday night and attend the State Commander’s Banquet on Saturday night at the Convention.

Section 2

The Sons of AMVETS, Department of Massachusetts shall pay the delegate fees to the National Convention for the incoming and outgoing Department Commander(s), if funds are available.  If the National Convention Delegate Fees are paid and the member does not attend the Convention, that member shall be responsible for reimbursing the Department the fees and shall be considered indebted to the Department until the Department has been reimbursed.
Section 3

All reimbursements to a person will be done using a voucher.  Except where otherwise noted, all receipts must be attached to the voucher prior to payment.  

Section 4

All checks being made out to a business (such as when purchasing a hole sponsorship for the State AMVETS Golf Tournament) will be done using a check request form.  Except where not possible, all receipts must be attached to the check request form prior to payment. 

ARTICLE IV: UNIFORMS

Section 1
If funds are available, the Department of Massachusetts will purchase newly elected and appointed officers for a basic Department Cover.  Said Cover must state the post number, and have “Massachusetts” stitched down one side.  If the person is a lifetime member at the time they first become a State Officer, then they must also have “Life Member” stitched above “Massachusetts.”  No member of the Department may have a second cover purchased by the Department for them except as otherwise stated in the Standing Rules.

a.) At the end of every third full year served as a State Officer, provided that the person does not fall under the section for Commander), the Department will purchase a new cover only if one is NEEDED. If the person is eligible for the gold braid, but is NOT a sitting National Officer, the state will purchase a gold cover if requested.

b.) If the person is a Past State of National Commander, they may choose to have this put on the hat as appropriate.
Section 2
The Department shall, if funds are available, purchase a new cover for the incoming State Commander.  This cover shall state the Commander’s Name, title, years of service as State Commander, and SHALL NOT HAVE THE COMMANDER’S SQUADRON NUMBER ON IT.  If the Commander is a lifetime member at the time they are elected, then they must also have “Life Member” stitched above “Massachusetts.”  If the Commander is a sitting National Officer or employee, the Department shall not expend funds in this fashion.

Section 3
If funds are available, the Department shall purchase badges for each newly elected and appointed officer.

Section 4
If funds are available, the Department shall purchase, within 60 days of his induction to said office, a cover badge for the incoming State Commander.  Such a badge shall be worn by the State Commander during his term or terms of office.  Each State Commander shall be responsible for his own cover badge.  No state Commander may have a second cover badge ordered at any time by the Department.

ARTICLE V: NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN

Section 1

The Department Commander shall appoint a National Executive Committeeman (NEC man) and Alternate NEC-man with the approval of the Department Executive Committee.

Section 2

If both the NEC man and Alternate NEC man are unable to attend a specific NEC meeting or Convention, the Department Commander may appoint a Department Officer or PDC to act as NEC man.

Section 3

If funds are available, the Department will reimburse travel for the Fall NEC, Spring NEC, and National Convention for the National Executive Committeeman.  If the NECman comes in under the amount in an earlier line, he may receive further reimbursement up to the total amount in the line item with the approval of the Department Executive Committee or Finance Committee.
Section 4

If the National Executive Committeeman does not attend a specific meeting, then the Alternate may be reimbursed similarly.

ARTICLE VI: NATIONAL CONVENTION STATE DELEGATES

Section 1

State Delegates to the National Convention shall be as follows.  The outgoing State Commander shall be the designated State Delegate.  The incoming State Commander shall be the designated State Alternate Delegate.  If the outgoing State Commander will not be attending the National Convention, then the incoming State Commander will be the State Delegate and may appoint another member of the Department to be the State Alternate Delegate.  The outgoing State Commander and/or the incoming State Commander may choose to give up this designation to a Squadron that will be sending more delegates than they are otherwise entitled.

Section 2

For purposes of the National Convention in any year, the outgoing State Commander shall be the spokesman for the Department of Massachusetts, but may not commit the Department to action without the approval of the incoming State Commander.  If the outgoing State Commander does not attend, the ranking State Officer present shall be the spokesman for the Department.

Section 3

If funds are available, five hundred dollars ($500.00) each shall be designated for the incoming and outgoing State Commanders to attend the National Convention.  If the incoming and outgoing Commander are one in the same person, then the Commander may collect both.  If the incoming and/or outgoing Commander does not go to the National Convention, then this money shall NOT be transferred to any other delegate. Receipts detailing these expenses shall be submitted to the State Finance Officer upon return from the trip.
ARTICLE VII: AWARDS

Section 1

In order to ensure that due consideration is given and that fair discussion is held prior to the naming of an award in honor of a member, the following procedure shall be used:

a. The naming of an award may only be done at the State Convention.

b. A minimum of 1 year must elapse by after the person has died or been declared legally dead before the State Convention may name an award after anyone.

c. A discussion must be held no later than the March SEC, and such discussion tabled to both the Honors & Awards Committee and Council of Past State Commanders.

d. At the State Convention, under discussion, the Chairman of the Council of PDCs and the Chairman of the Honors & Awards Committee will report on the discussions held.

e. The body of the State Convention may then discuss and vote to approve the naming.  All Award names shall be added to the Standing Rules in Article VII, Section 2.

Section 2


On an Annual Basis, this Department shall give out the following awards as plaques: Squadron of the Year, Largest Squadron, Son of the Year, Commander’s Special Award, Membership Award and Programs Award.  

a. Qualifications for these awards shall be set forth in the Awards Guidebook.

b. The Honors & Awards Committee may choose to give out certificates as it deems appropriate.

c. The Son of the Year Award is hereby named the “Harry Dascoli Son of the Year Award”

d. The State Commander’s Award, due to its nature of being an award give out by a State Commander at his sole discretion shall not be named in honor of anyone.

e. The Membership Award is hereby named the “Joseph A. Crump Membership Award.”

Section 3


The Sons of AMVETS hereby establishes the Sons of AMVETS Aid & Support Award.  This award shall be presented annually at the AMVETS Pilgrim Awards.  The only restrictions on recipients are that they CANNOT be a member of the Sons of AMVETS (or eligible to be a member of the Sons of AMVETS) and that they MUST be able to attend the Pilgrim Awards the following Autumn.  The selection for the award will be done at the State Convention.  The Council of Past State Commanders shall meet at Convention prior to the 1st Business Session and select a recipient from amongst all nominees.  This shall be announced on the floor during a business session of the Convention and before elections.  If there are fewer than two nominees, The Council may nominate enough people to have 2 nominees.  The Commander shall notify the recipient and nominators of this award winner.  The award shall be presented by a Past State Commander.
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