Sons of AMVETS

Department of Massachusetts

Standing Rules of Operation

(As amended at the 12th Annual State Convention, June 14th, 2008)

ARTICLE I: FINANCES

Section 1

The annual dues of this Department will be $9.00.  The raising of dues can only be done at the Annual State Convention.

Section 2

If funds are available the department shall budget a minimum of $250.00 for the Department Commander’s Miscellaneous Expenses.  Funds from this line may be used at the Commander’s discretion to attend Squadron, State and National functions that he should be at or wish to attend.  These funds shall NOT be used for hotel stays or mileage reimbursements.  He shall inform the Department Executive Committee at their next meeting of any expenditure made from this line.  The choice to expend monies from this line is at the SOLE discretion of the State Commander.

Section 3

The Department will pay the next year’s annual dues for the oldest member of the Sons of AMVETS Department of Massachusetts as of September 1st.  The person must be a current member in good standing as of that date.  If this person’s dues are paid by National as the oldest member nationally, or if he is a Lifetime member, then the next oldest member’s dues will be paid this way instead.

ARTICLE II: MEETINGS

Section 1

A joint meeting of the Department Executive Committee and the Sons of AMVETS membership shall be held on the third (3rd) Sunday of every other month, this deemed the State Executive Committee (SEC) meeting.  This shall occur at the same time and place as the AMVETS, Department of Massachusetts SEC meeting.  In the event that there are significant conflicts in the schedules of the Officers, the Commander may select another any date within the same calendar month as the original meeting date.

Section 2

At no time shall a member under the influence of intoxicants be permitted to attend any Department and/or Committee meetings.

Section 3

All Squadron Commanders and/or their representative are required to attend all Department Executive Committee meetings.

ARTICLE III: EXPENSES AND TRAVEL

Section 1

Providing the funds are available, and with the approval of the Executive Committee, expenses for the Department of Massachusetts Convention shall be as follows;

a) Three (3) nights lodging will be supplied and paid for by the Department, for the outgoing Department Commander.  The Department will also furnish a tuxedo for the Department Commander to attend any function where one is needed.  The Commander shall be required to attend the following events in order to be reimbursed: Sad Sack Fun Night, VAVS Meeting; Friday Night Party; Joint Opening Ceremony and Memorial Services; Commander’s Banquet; and all Sons Convention Sessions and Committee Meetings.  The Outgoing Commander should also make every effort to bring the Commander-Elect onto the AMVET Floor for a Formal Introduction following the Election of Officers.

Section 2

Any member of the Sons of AMVETS, Department of Massachusetts may have their delegate fees to the National Convention paid for by the Department, if funds are available.  It shall be the responsibility of the member planning to attend the National Convention to notify his Squadron and the Department Commander no later than the closing of the July SEC meeting.

a) If any member’s National Convention Delegate Fees are paid and the member does not attend the Convention, that member shall be responsible for reimbursing the Department the fees and shall be considered indebted to the Department until the Department has been reimbursed.

b) As the Department is paying the delegate fees, the Department Commander (or his designee) is the only one that may excuse a delegate from any session of the Convention (or from the Convention entirely) without penalty (the leader of any individual Squadron delegation may excuse anyone who is a registered delegate from that Squadron, but they may still be liable for the Delegate Fees if the State Commander or his designee do not approve the excused absence).

c) The State Commander shall be responsible for notifying the SEC of any excused or unexcused absences at the next SEC.  If a member attends the Convention but did not inform the Department of his plans, he may be reimbursed an amount up to the total pre-registration fee only, at the next regularly scheduled SEC meeting.

ARTICLE IV: UNIFORMS

Section 1

The Official Uniform for the SONS OF AMVETS, Department of Massachusetts shall consist of a navy blue jacket, light blue shirt, gray pants, tie and cover.

a) All duly elected and appointed officers on the State Department level, to include District Commanders, shall wear the gray cover with black braid. No other covers may be worn without permission from the National Executive Committee.

b) All duly elected and appointed officers on the State Department level shall wear the brushed gray pocket plate with black letters.

Section 2

If funds are available, the Department of Massachusetts will purchase newly elected and appointed officers for a basic Department Cover.  Said Cover must state the post number, and have “Massachusetts” stitched down one side.  If the person is a lifetime member at the time they first become a State Officer, then they must also have “Life Member” stitched above “Massachusetts.”  The reimbursement will be done at the end of the elected year with the approval of the Executive Committee.  No member of the Department may have a second cover purchased by the Department for them except as otherwise stated in the Standing Rules.

Section 3

The Department shall, if funds are available, purchase a new cover for the incoming State Commander.  This cover shall state the Commander’s Name, title, years of service as State Commander, and SHALL NOT HAVE THE COMMANDER’S SQUADRON NUMBER ON IT.  If the Commander is a lifetime member at the time they are elected, then they must also have “Life Member” stitched above “Massachusetts.”  If the Commander is entitled to wear the national braid, the Department shall not expend funds in this fashion.

Section 4

If funds are available, the Department shall purchase badges for each newly elected and appointed officer.

Section 5

If funds are available, the Department shall purchase, within 60 days of his induction to said office, a cover badge for the incoming State Commander.  Such a badge shall be worn by the State Commander during his term or terms of office.  Each State Commander shall be responsible for his own cover badge.  No state Commander may have a second cover badge ordered at any time by the Department.

ARTICLE V-NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN

Section 1

The Department Commander shall appoint a National Executive Committeeman (NEC man) and Alternate NEC-man with the approval of the Department Executive Committee.

Section 2

If both the NEC man and Alternate NEC man are unable to attend a specific NEC meeting or Convention, the Department Commander may appoint a Department Officer or PDC to act as NEC man.

Section 3

If funds are available, the Department will reimburse 1 nights lodging each at the Spring NEC, and National Convention for the National Executive Committeeman.  The National Executive Committeeman will be required to attend the Legislative Meeting (usually Tuesday Night) at Spring NEC, and the Pre Convention Meeting (usually Tuesday afternoon) and Post Convention Meeting (usually early Saturday afternoon) at National Convention to get the extra nights paid for by the Department.

Section 4

If the National Executive Committeeman does not attend a specific meeting, then the Alternate may be reimbursed similarly.

ARTICLE VI: NATIONAL CONVENTION STATE DELEGATES

Section 1

State Delegates to the National Convention shall be as follows.  The outgoing State Commander shall be the designated State Delegate.  The incoming State Commander shall be the designated State Alternate Delegate.  If the outgoing State Commander will not be attending the National Convention, then the incoming State Commander will be the State Delegate and may appoint another member of the Department to be the State Alternate Delegate.  The outgoing State Commander and/or the incoming State Commander may choose to give up this designation to a Squadron that will be sending more delegates than they are otherwise entitled.

Section 2

For purposes of the National Convention in any year, the outgoing State Commander shall be the spokesman for the Department of Massachusetts, but may not commit the Department to action without the approval of the incoming State Commander.  If the outgoing State Commander does not attend, the ranking State Officer present shall be the spokesman for the Department.

Section 3

If funds are available, two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) each shall be designated for the incoming and outgoing State Commanders to attend the National Convention.  If the incoming and outgoing Commander are one in the same person, then the Commander may collect both.  If the incoming and/or outgoing Commander does not go to the National Convention, then this money shall NOT be transferred to any other delegate.
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